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I hope everyone had a lovely summer break and has now settled back into weekly unit
meetings. We are seeing the night’s draw in, but it is still possible to enjoy early evenings
outside of the meeting place. | am sure like me you have seen movement of girls changing
section or new enquiries joining. Carole the county’s enquiry coordinator has informed me
that young members are up — but only by 7 and that the number of young enquiries is down
by 98 — quite a drop. The waiting list numbers are big - 201. It would help parents and other
leaders if units would update the unit intake on Go. | have looked at the units that have long
waiting lists and in some cases the intake is showing one place available which means when
an enquirer is looking for a unit shows the unit as having places but in fact there is a long list
of girls waiting for a place. It is good to see leaders offering other units to new enquiries
especially if the girl must wait a year for a place when another unit could take them in
straight away. | would ask that you drop the new unit a quick message before transferring
just in case they too cannot take the girl in.

Chigwell held Rainbow and Brownies Day last weekend and the place saw girls having fun
on the various activities provided by the site and crafts run by leaders. The weather was dry
even though it had been raining during the week leading up to the event. | had a few
parents ask if the event would be cancelled. Sending my thanks to everyone involved
especially Yvonne and her team.

Next Chigwell event
Autumn walks — head to campsite website to book your unit onto one of these.

Early walk —17:30 — 19:15, Late walk — 19:30 — 21:15 cost £48

Sad News from liford Division

After a long battle against cancer, Sandra Runeckles passed away peacefully in her sleep
on 25th September. She will be very much missed by everyone who knew her.

Sandra was just short of her 45 years’ service, having started as a Young Leader in 1978.
She was Assistant Leader, then Leader, of 5th liford Guides for 26 years. She moved on to
18th llford Guides as Assistant Leader, where she stayed for over 13 years up until her
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death. She also came forward last year to take on the role of Assistant Leader of 9th llford
Guides for 9 months.

As well as frontline Guiding, Sandra also served substantial periods as llford Division
Secretary and County Secretary.

She loved camping, bringing her children to camp with her at a very early age, and was a
very experienced QM. In later years, she would go home to sleep and return looking spick
and span before we had crawled out of our sleeping bags. She deserved her County Good
Service Award in 2010 and Girlguiding Hero Award in 2022. She served loyally and well,
calmly without fuss. If units needed help, Sandra would invariably be the first to come
forward if she could.

There will be no funeral service, at her request, however there will be a celebration of her life
to which all Guiding friends are invited. Arrangements to be confirmed.

Congratulations

To Helen Palmer who was presented her 50-year service award at West Ham and East Ham
Division meeting on 16t September by Susan Mawhood.

County Trainings

Further details will be provided shortly on face to face First Response training and training
on how to complete Girlguiding adjustment plan with parents.

If you need to renew your safe space level 3 then you need only complete the e-learning on
the learning platform. Please wait until you get an email from Girlguiding before renewing
any safe space trainings. Your DCs and | are still getting a great number of emails from
Girlguiding informing us that volunteers have not completed their safe space training and
that final reminders are being sent out. We ask that once you receive notification that your
safe space is due for renewal that you act straight away.
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Friends of Chigwell Association are a sociable group of like-minded individuals, who are
united by their affinity to assist in the increase of promoting and sharing information for the
interest of users of Chigwell Row Campsite and Activity Centre both within and outside
Guiding. They meet in friendship, to support and encourage fund raising efforts towards the
general upkeep of the campsite and its amenities, working with the Warden and the Chigwell
Management. Do you think Chigwell is a very special place? Have you been impressed by
what Chigwell has to offer? Do you like sharing your stories and your experiences? Do you
want to help develop Chigwell for future generations? If you answered yes to any of these
questions, then don’t delay, sign up your interest in becoming a Friend of Chigwell today!
Please use the link below to join Friends of Chigwell

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLScP6 uQyy5IVyRWp1UAdh54HW{ig4ZZSksSLR49GyI3yExKz2g/viewform?

usp=sf_link
Yours in Guiding
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